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Evening plan

• Introduction – Mr Hutchings

• Raising standards in year 11 and Pastoral 

support – Mrs Lardeaux

• The brain and revision – Miss Oetgen 

• Support from school and home – Miss Oetgen 
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• Challenging transitional year

• Stretch and challenge

• Support and guidance

• Opportunities

What’s different in Year 11?
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Including: 
• Subject Key Concepts
• Curriculum Overviews
• How will students be assessed?
• How are groups organised?
• How can parents/carers support 

students learning?
• What websites or resources 

may be helpful?
• SENECA Learning

Subject overviews and guidance 
from subject leaders on the 
school website

https://kts.school/Curriculum/
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Enrichment at KTS

Volunteering, debating, PSHCE for all

Arts and culture live experience of music, 

art, dance, theatre, other expressive arts, 

visits to museums and galleries

Nature, outdoors and adventure, DofE, 

clubs, residentials and camps

Sport and physical activities, range of 

offer in individual and team sports. Dance, 

fitness activities, sports day, Greenway 

representing the school or college. 

Developing wider life and future skills, 

digital literacy, STEM clubs, enterprise, 

cooking, and managing finances, Careers 

education across the school. 

Volunteering, student leadership ,debating

PSHCE for all
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100% to 98%

Excellent attendance

Above 96%

Good attendance

Below 96%

Need to 
improve

Below 93%

Of concern

Below 
90%

Attendance matters

90% is not good 
attendance

1 day absent every 2 
weeks

Average grade 3
30% Grade 4 Eng & Maths

Average grade 5.5
60% Grade 4 Eng & Maths

Average grade 6.0
80% Grade 4 Eng & Maths

Average grade 6.8
100% Grade 4 Eng & Maths
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Our vision is to be a vibrant, successful and inclusive 

school at the heart of the community, where everyone 

achieves their best, developing the courage and courtesy 

to own their futures and live fulfilled lives. 
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The year ahead…
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Setting every student up to be successful for the 
day….Daily Checks

Log 1 Praise point for all daily checks complete

• Present and was on time to form
• Uniform correct and complete
• Equipment correct for the day

We recognise and 
reward what we value
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Punctuality – Late to lessons 

• Most of our students arrive to lessons promptly and meet expectations. 

• If a student arrives to a lesson more than 5 minutes late without good reason or a 
yellow slip, they will be deemed as late and refused access to the lesson.

• They will be collected and taken to refocus – this will count as a truancy and 
students will receive a 30 minute after school detention. 

• If students have 2 or more instances of truancy in a day, they will complete the 
equivalent of a full day (5 periods) in reflection – this will begin at the point of the 
second truancy and carried over to the next day to complete the 5 periods.  
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Uniform – Clarity on the wearing of blazers with 
jumpers and having shirts tucked in… 
• We are very proud of how smart our students look in 

their uniform and a blazer with the school logo on the 
pocket is a key part of this.

• Students are allowed to wear a jumper if they are cold 
but the jumper should never be in place of the blazer. 

• For simplicity, students should be wearing a blazer 
when they enter a classroom, the dining room or 
detentions. 

• Shirts should always be tucked in and all staff will be 
prompting students to do this. 

We are working on this with students across the school and your support is appreciated. 
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Mobile Phones & Pouches 
Students are permitted to bring a mobile phone to school each day. 

• If students in Years 7-11 choose to bring in a mobile phone, it should be switched off and placed in 
a ‘Hush’ mobile phone pouch on arrival to school. 

• The pouch should be ‘locked’ and must remain locked for the duration of the school day or until 
unlocked with the support of a member of staff. 

• Mobile phones and the pouches will be checked during registration time.

• Staff may complete spot checks during the day to ensure students are following expectations. 

• At the end of the school day students will unlock their pouches to access their mobile phones. 
Multiple unlocking points will be available at this time. Should a student need to leave school 
early for any reason their pouch can be unlocked at reception. 

• Random searches will carried out daily to manage consistency across the school to support 
student wellbeing and ensure expectations are being met 

Lost or broken pouch – please purchase one via wisepay.  As 
soon as a pouch is paid for then student services will ensure 
the pouch is given to the student.  
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THREE STAGE WARNING SYSTEM

Subject led detentions: 
15 mins (break/lunchtime) – B2 incident = 15 
minute detention set by class/subject teachers 

Centralised, whole school detentions: 
30 mins (3:00 – 3:30) – B3 incident
60 mins (3:00 – 4:00) – B4 incident & L4 Late 
incidents

• Failure to attend, or a failed 30 mins 
detention results in 60 mins detention

• Failure to attend, or a failed 60 mins 
detention results in one day in Reflection

• Tracking of persistent failures to attend 
detention results in a day Reflection
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Approach to Learning 
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Year 11 PSHE

PSHE at KTS strives to instil the school’s motto of ‘Courage and Courtesy’ 
into all of our students, to enable them to make the best decisions now 
and in the future. 

In the first half of the Autumn term, Year 11 focus on the topic of Careers. 
This is to help students think about what they would like to do after GCSEs 
and what options are available to them. 

To find out more information, please visit the PSHE page on the school’s 
website to see an overview, policies and example booklets . Half Termly 
updates will also be provided in the bulletin. 
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Year 11 Mock Exams 

• Subject teachers will communicate what will be examined in the next couple of 
weeks

• Students to plan revision with help from school and parents/carers 

• After mocks, students will receive question level feedback from teachers but no 
overall grade

• Results presentation on Friday 11th December – students will receive envelope with 
their report showing grades, this simulates the real thing 

• Parents/carers evening on Thursday 14th January 2027

NB: We have been advised by the DfE that we need to keep all Y11 mock examination papers in school after completion,  
should they be needed in the event of any future closures as happened during Covid. It’s unlikely, but they could count. 
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RECIPE FOR EFFECTIVE revision

Ingredients for 
success  

Impact of 
missing 

ingredient!
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Top 4 Tips for Revising

1. Place

2. Time

3. Technique

4. Sleep
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Tip #1: The Place
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Tip #4: Sleep
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• Booklet given out at Y10 Information & Guidance Evening

• Available online https://www.kts.school/Study-Skills

Tip #2: Time  
Tip #3: Technique 

https://www.kts.school/Study-Skills
https://www.kts.school/Study-Skills
https://www.kts.school/Study-Skills
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Spaced Practice 

Most Important thing:

If you only revise a topic once, then  
• 32% is forgotten after 7 days
• 88% is forgotten after 6 weeks
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Interleaving 
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Retrieval 
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Dual Coding 

• Dual Coding works when you look 
at visuals along with words. 

• Try different ways to represent the 
information visually: Infographics, 
Diagrams, Cartoon Strips, Graphic 
Organisers, Timelines.
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Year 11 Mocks - getting organised

Blank copies of the weekly plan or the RAG template are available from https://www.kts.school/Study-Skills

1) Know what 
topics will be 
on the exam

2) RAG the 
topics to see 

where the gaps 
are 

3) Make a 
timetable  

4) Get 
resources 
organised 

5) Actually 
revise!

https://www.kts.school/Study-Skills
https://www.kts.school/Study-Skills
https://www.kts.school/Study-Skills
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Study Hall

• Will start early March 2027 and continue until exams start 

• Monday, Wednesday and Thursday - 3.00pm to 4.00pm

• Sixth Form Common Room 

• Most sessions will have a specific subject focus with activities led by subject 
teachers, or there will be an area for independent revision  

• Work independently or collaboratively with friends 

• Resources available – pens, highlighters, flashcards, paper, memory clocks etc. 

More information 
will be sent home 
nearer the time…
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Form Time Revision 

• In mid October, students will get planners for the Y11 
Mocks in November, for the real exams next summer, 
booklets will start after February half term 2027

• Booklet for every student, includes: 
• Weekly planners 
• RAG templates – enough for all subjects 
• Revision advice and guidance 

• Bring to school and use at home

• Revision on set days in form time

• Resources available in form rooms – pens, 
highlighters, flashcards, paper, memory clocks etc. 
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Revision Planning & 
Study Skills 

Students were introduced to revision techniques 
and skills in back in May in Y10 with the Super 

Speedy Study Skills Workshops
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Friday 16th October 2026 = 1 hour workshop  Thursday 11th March 2027  = 1 hour workshop 
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Access for all students, parents/carers

Positively You Resources Hub

https://hub.positivelyyou.org.uk/
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Post Year 11 – Next Steps & Careers Info 

• Regular careers updates in form time with Mrs Everington with key info about 6th 
form, colleges, apprenticeship opportunities, open events etc 

• Information included in the Parent/Carer bulletin 

• March next year – every Y11 student will meet with a member of senior team to 
discuss post 16 choices and explore options – What Next? Interviews 

• Careers meetings available with school careers service in school – this has already 
started and if you wish to include your child, please email Miss Oetgen 

• Form tutors there to help with queries as first point of call
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6th Form Open Evening – Thursday 22nd October



Courage and Courtesy in Everything We Do

The Knights Templar School

Aiming High and Succeeding in Year 11:

Supporting your Child’s Achievements

Wednesday 9th September 2026

Miss Oetgen 

Head of Year 11 / Psychology Teacher 

Courage and Courtesy 



Courage and Courtesy in Everything We Do

The Knights Templar School

9 Months to 
go…..
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Your plastic brain…

Plasticity – this term 
describes the brains 

tendency to change and 
adapt (functionally and 

physically) as a result of 
experience and learning.
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Plastic brains…
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So given the right environment, 
you can grow and change your 

brain and make it better!



Courage and Courtesy in Everything We Do

The Knights Templar School

So here is what is happening 
biologically:

Neural pathways
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1st time = REALLY TOUGH!

So here is what is happening 
biologically:
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Next time = (a tiny bit) easier

So here is what is happening 
biologically:
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So here is what is happening 
biologically:

Eventually = SECOND NATURE
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Let’s look at an example…
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So what does this all mean?

Your intellectual abilities ARE NOT fixed

Just because something is difficult now, 
doesn’t mean it will be forever

The more times you try it, the stronger 
your brain gets. 

Practice is 
key

Stick with it and keep going – YOUR BRAIN WILL ADAPT.

Every time you practice something, you’re strengthening neural 
connections and changing your brain.
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Recovery from brain 
damage = Proof that’s 
brains can grow.
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A bit about forming memories….

Let’s start with what your 
memory is NOT….

Memory is not static. It’s 
not a bucket waiting to be 
filled with knowledge.
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Memory is active, complex, dynamic and ever 
changing
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Levels of processing…

VISUAL

ACOUSTIC

SEMANTIC

What things look like

What things sound like

What things mean

SHALLOW

DEEP

DEEPER 
PROCESSING = 

BETTER 
MEMORY
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So how do you do that?

READING (looking over notes)

LISTENING (reading out loud, watching a 
video)

THINKING (answering questions, making 
mind maps, summarising, explaining to 
someone else, testing yourself)

SHALLOW

DEEP

DEEPER 
PROCESSING = 

BETTER 
MEMORY
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Memory – a ‘Two Way Street’ We often spend a 
lot of time focusing 

on getting the 
information into 
our memories….

…but it’s pretty 
useless to us if it 

stays there
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Ways to aid retrieval practice

• Testing yourself with flash cards

• Seneca

• Quizlet/kahoot style quizzes

• Challenge yourself to write as 
much as you can on a topic

• Revision clocks

• Doing past paper questions

• Knowledge check questions in 
text books

• Testing your friends
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KEY POINTS
• Learning is hard (Sorry about that….)

• Working at it DOES make a difference

• Easy tasks are not always the most effective

• We need to practice retrieval
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Year 11 Form Tutors 

• 11 Bennett – Mrs N Carlyle & Mrs E Carr (ncarlyle@kts.school) and 
(ecarr@kts.school)

• 11 Crellin – Mrs L Watts (lwatts@kts.school)

• 11 Hancock – Mr C Lowe (clowe@kts.school

• 11 Hine – Miss N Low (nlow@kts.school) 

• 11 Knights – Mr A Baldwin (abaldwin@kts.school) 

• 11 Pembroke – Miss S Casey (scasey@kts.school) 

• 11 Templar – Mr R Davies (rdavies@kts.school)

mailto:ncarlyle@kts.school
mailto:ecarr@kts.school
mailto:lwatts@kts.school
mailto:lwatts@kts.school
mailto:clowe@kts.school
mailto:nlow@kts.school
mailto:abaldwin@kts.school
mailto:abaldwin@kts.school
mailto:scasey@kts.school
mailto:rdavies@kts.school
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Registration activities

• Monday – Assembly

• Tuesday – Careers or RE or Revision & Study Skills

• Wednesday – What’s in the news? 

• Thursday – Revision & Study Skills

• Friday - Tutors Choice 
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Wellbeing & Support 
Who can students ask for help and 
support?

• Subject teachers

• Form Tutors

• Miss Oetgen   

• Mrs Lardeaux

• Mrs Curtis 

• Parents/carers and family

• Friends

• The KTS website has a range of 
online support resources
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How can parents support success? 

• Has your child got a quiet workspace at home?
• students can access the library and inclusion room until 4:00 if this is needed

• Develop a routine – plan work AND free time 

• Login to Satchel One and Seneca 

• Discuss e-mails from school

• Contact us with concerns
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Simple truth:

If students are not working

at home independently, they 

will lose out on vital marks 

that could be the deciding 

factor between grades.
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And finally…save the date
Wednesday 30th June 2027 
• Knebworth House, Cobbold Barn

• Impressive location  

• Arrival drinks and finger buffet – teenage friendly!

• More information later in the year 

Y11 Leavers approximate costs…
…a heads up!
• Hoodies – approx. £25.00 TBC
• Prom  – approx. £60.00 TBC
• Y11 Year Group Photo – approx. £22.00
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